
SUMMER SCHOOL 
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

BUILDING RESILIENCE FROM BELOW IN THE FACE OF 
CHRONIC UNCERTAINTY IN THE DRYLANDS

Date: 24th to 28th February 2025

Venue: Isiolo Kenya 

Application Deadline: 20th November 2024

1. Introduction and Rationale
Pastoralism as a production system remains on the fringe of development policy frameworks despite a growing 

body of evidence to the contrary, with the main policy direction aimed at replacing it with ‘more efficient’ and 

modern production systems such as irrigation and ranching. Consequently, most responses to the shocks in the 

drylands are framed by the assumption that pastoralism is inherently vulnerable and requires recurrent relief, so 

people need to diversify out of it. This biased view is rooted in superior beliefs of sedentary agricultural systems. 

This view entrenches an old-age misconception of pastoralism as an inefficient and environmentally destructive 

form of livelihood where poverty persists.

New research findings have nevertheless shown that pastoralism, operated under dryland conditions, is resilient 

to environmental stressors. As a production and land use system, it has demonstrated its viable nature, which 

has helped researchers rethink resilience-building using a transdisciplinary perspective. In partnership with the 

Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR); the Feinstein International Centre, Tufts University; 

and the Jameel Observatory for Food Security Early Action; the Center for Research and Development in Drylands 

(CRDD) has been engaging with alternative, locally relevant and grounded perspectives to promote effective 

early warning, response and adaptation (resilience from below). Part of this work involves organising a Summer 

School that brings together master’s and PhD students in the fields of Natural Resource Management, rangelands, 

livestock systems, political/social/economic aspects of dryland areas, etc to examine how resilience has been 

understood and applied in drylands based on locally relevant and grounded perspectives. The aim is to prepare 

the next generation of practitioners with the necessary skills to engage with pastoral contexts more effectively.

In the Summer School, a critical question is why dryland communities have become more vulnerable despite 

multi-billion-dollar investments in resilience interventions in the last four decades. One explanation for this 

paradox relates to the nature of resilience policy and practice in the broader Horn of Africa region.

https://www.aciar.gov.au/
https://www.tufts.edu/
https://jameelobservatory.org/food-security-early-action/
https://www.crdd-kenya.org/


2. Aims and Objectives 
This Summer School draws on emerging evidence of the need to rethink policy, development and humanitarian 
interventions in the drylands by focusing on local constructs of resilience. The school brings together Master’s and 
PhD students from relevant fields for a participatory field exercise, group co-learning engagements, and lectures 
by drylands researchers and practitioners. By participating in the Summer School, the participants will:

i.	 Familiarize with key debates on pastoral livestock in relation to the diverse social, ecological and political changes
ii.	 Get exposure through peer to peer learning and ideas towards co-creating alternative methodological 

and analytical approaches in conducting research, resilience and humanitarian programs in drylands
iii.	 Explore the possibilities of establishing a network of emerging and future scholars to champion the 

privileging of pastoralists’ knowledge, assets and networks in research, policy and practice. 

3. Target participants
The intended participants are Master’s and PhD students from Kenya and other countries from the Horn of 
Africa who have an interest in the social, economic, political and ecological dynamics of dryland ecosystems. 
Applicants must show proof of enrolment and consistent progress in a Master’s or PhD program at a university 
located in the region.

4. Summer School venue and duration
The Summer School will be in-person in Isiolo, one of the dryland counties in Kenya. The Summer School will last 
five days from 24th to 28th of February 2025.

5. Approach and Facilitators
Participation in the Summer School will be in person. It will be delivered through a combination of lectures, 
participatory exercises and fieldwork facilitated by a team of international research and policy experts on diverse 
social, political, economic and ecological drylands dynamics. Some of the key facilitators include Professor 
Ian Scoones (IDS Sussex); Professor Elizabeth Stites (Tufts University); Dr. Hussein Tadicha (CRDD); Dr. Guyo 
Malicha (the Jameel Observatory for Food Security Early Action); and Professor Emeritus Gufu Obba (Formerly of 
Norwegian University of Life Sciences) currently Executive Director of Gaadisa Gummi Foundation (GGF)). Other 
scholars and practitioners will also be involved.

6. Funding
Participation in the Summer School will be fully funded through the support of the Australian Centre for 
International Agricultural Research (ACIAR); CRDD; the Jameel Observatory for Food Security Early Action; and 
Feinsten International Centre, Tufts University.

7. Summer School Concept
The concept for the Summer School with a more detailed background including the specific topics to be covered 
can be accessed here. 

8. Application Process
To be considered, participants should submit an application consisting of the following documents. 

1.	 A two-page motivation letter describing the participant’s motivation and/or past achievements and 
possible post-Summer School research and policy pathways 

2.	 A two-page CV with contact details and 3 academic referees 
3.	 Evidence of registration and steady progress in Masters or PhD Studies at a university domiciled in Africa. 

The application should be submitted to info@crdd-kenya.org and copied to Jackson.wachira@crdd-kenya.org as a 
single PDF document on or before the deadline. 

https://crdd-kenya.org/storage/app/media/Building_Resilience_from_below_in_the_face_of_chronic_uncertainity_in_the_drylands.pdf
mailto:mailto:info%40crdd-kenya.org?subject=
mailto:Jackson.wachira%40crdd-kenya.org?subject=

